start 



seller registers at auction site, informs site of user id 
and password 


— 30 




r 




seller access listing input form from auction site 






r 




seller provides stand-alone item description and 
auction parameter information 






f 




seller obtains verification document 










seller submits listing confirmation 






f 




auction site lists item with item number and item key 


— </0 









item id and item 
key are assigned 
by auction site 



auction site charges seller the listing fee for an item 



< — V'SL 



end 



start 



access listed item at auction site 



• CD 



obtain re-listing input form with filled-in item 
information 



make changes to auction parameters, item 
description 



obtain verification document from auction site 



submit listing confirmation 



auction site lists item 



auction site charges seller the listing fee for item 



-No- 




Yes- 



jCJL 



site fills in 
information from 
previously listed 
item 



•57 



4g 



original key, item 
number, new key, 
new item number, 
user id and 
password in 
verification 
document 



-6T 



■CO 



receive a listing fee 
credit to user id account 



end 



FIG-.3 



start 



No 




Yes- 





r 


» 


submit input form with generic item description data, 
generic auction data and user id and password 






receive verification form 




> 


extract item number and item key from verification 

form 






store item number and item key in database 







■70 



-721 



item number and 
item key assigned 
by auction site and 
placed in 
verification 
document 



-7Y 



-7c 





, ^ 

▼ 

retrieve an item number and item key 



No 



submit confirmation form with actual item description 

data, actual auction data, user id and password, 
retrieved item number and item key to post new item 



T 

listing fee charged to user id account 






\)<^k . 




^ ^ 1 v 



CO 

o 
o 

do 



E 

CO 

o 
o 



CO 
O 
O 



E 

cL 

o 
o 



E 

cL 

o 
o 

CO 



O>00 N (D S ^ ^ CM 



CO 



a> o 



'111 

2) ,t ^ CD N m 

CO h- CD to ^ CO S 

<2 £ w w w w w 
EEEEEE^EEe 



CO CO (0 



E 

CL 

O 
O 

iri 



E 

CL 

o 
o 




No 



Start 



access listed item form from auction site 



submit listed item again to auction site 



obtain verification form 



extract old item number, old item key, new item 
number and new item key from verification form 



*)00 



form has original 
key and original 
item number 



-Jo*/ 



new item number 
and item key 
assigned by 
auction site 



store old item number, old item key, new item 
number, new item key in database with user id and 
password 




Yes J A 




FIG-. srA> 



© 



retrieve an old item number, old item key, new item 
number and new item key 



No 



submit confirmation form with actual item description 
data, actual auction data, user id and password, old 
item number and old item key, new (re-listing) item 
number and new (re-listing) item key to post new 

item 



-//a. 



-liy 



listing fee charged to user id account 



4/7 




P(6r 




Yes 



format keywords using their ASCII code equivalents; 
link keywords to separate web server 




Start 



1 


r 


potential bidder searches auction site for item 



auction site finds item searched for 



ASCII coded link takes potential bidder to a site 
separate from auction site 



other site converts ASCII code to text equivalent 



return to auction site 




potential bidder sees item(s) that match the 
converted text 



End ^ 




Fit. 1 



Start 



potential bidder searches auction site for item 




in-line HTML tag is interpreted 



-110 



in-line frame at a separate website is displayed 



view list of keywords in in-line frame 




f 


use keyword(s) in in-line frame to start new search at 
auction site 




r 


find new item on auction site 




r 



>/7y 



■lie 



End 



FlCr. 



